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ON OUR CUSTODIAL STAFF

Tell us about your perspective on our school’s
custodians?

Custodians are incredibly hard-working people.
They come at 6:00 AM in the moming and leave
at 4:30 - 5 PM, sometimes even later. They do stir
up trouble at times and then they get it from me
then! But they have their own troubles at home,
and at the end of the day, are constantly
struggling. So even if 'm angry with them, |
never belittle them. We treat each other with
mutual respect and care, as when they are eating
something and they’ll ask me if I'll eat some, | will take a bite from them. | do it all to
keep them happy! After all, they are human beings just like us privileged folks. And |
don’t expect them to do anything for me always, but they are always there when | need
them. | mean it, with one call, they are there. And don't get me wrong, they are very
annoying at times, | feel like throttling them, but they are always there for you kids, for

everybody in fact.

And students do respect them, however, disrespect and not listening to them are two
different things. For instance, the guards outside call me outside everyday because the
girls don’t get out of the cars and the parents also don’t encourage them to do so. If |
am standing outside, the doors start opening up. Why is that? If the custodian is
standing there telling them to get off the cars, why must you tell them to not touch you
or the car? | believe that how you treat them is how you are taught from home, and how
your servants are treated there. In many homes, I've seen that servants are treated very
nicely. Others not very much. In my house, whatever | eat, they eat too. But most homes
don’t do that. They treat their servants like slaves. It’s about time that we change the
way we treat them.

Back in 2014, when the bombings were going on,
these custodians were really there, through it all. | felt that they were there for you guys,

“always standing there in front of the gate. For example, once we went on a field trip and

the girls wanted to walk to a small shop. | didn’t know how to take them, considering
the safety concemns and there were more than sixty of us! But it was the ten to fifteen

~custodians with us who walked with us, and did not let a single girl wander here or there.
- Inessence, these are the little things that have left a huge impact.
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’ Share a memorable experience in which a
custodian/custodians have impacted you greatly.
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